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Sketch of the Life of Captain Thurot, a celebrated French 
Naval Officer. 


HUROT, whofe charaéer as a naval officer 1s held in 

great eftcem in France, was.the fon of a gentleman 
who was onc of the matters of the night-poft in Burgundy. 
At an early period of life he began. to ftudy phyf&ec, in 
obedience to the command of his father ; but a very fingular 
adventure made him renounce this purfuit, for which he had 
very little inclination. His mother being left a widow, and 
in great diftrefs, young Thurot, feduced by filial affeétion, 
which made him forget other indifpenfable duties, ftole fome 
filver plate from one of his aunts, in order to relieve his un- 
fortunate parent. He had, however, {carcely committed this 
crime when he was ftruck with remorfe ; and being afhamed 
to remain longer in a place where his difgrace would be,foon 
known, he made a precipitate retreat to Calais, with two 
fhirts, and a few livres in his pocket, and embarked as a 
furgeon in a Dunkirk privateer, which was at that time ready 
to putto fea, The Englifh being then at war with France, 
the privateer was foon after captured, and Thurot was con- 
duéted as a prifoner to Dover, in the month of Auguft, 1744; 
This misfortune in the commencement of his naval career, 
Was not very encouraging ; but jt was neverthelefs attended 
with feme little advantage. Our young adventuret em- 
ployed the time of his captivity in ftudying the Englifh 
language, and in acquiring fuch knowledge refpetting the 
country as was afterwards of confiderable utility to him. 
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The fame year Marfhal de Belle-Ifle, and his brother the 
Count, who had been taken prifoners at Caffel, and conveyed 
to England, were foon after fet at liberty with fome other 
French officers, by a cartel of ex¢hange. Thurot ufed his 
utmoft endeavour to get himfelf included in this number; 
but not being able to gain his point, he formed a refolution, 
which clearly announced that there was fomething extraordi- 
nary in his charaéter. As he was not ftriétly guarded, he 
found means to efcape, juft asthe Marfhal was about to de- 
part, and concealing himfelf during the day, repaired at 
night to the port, and, feizing a boat which lay at fome 
diftance from the reft, made a fail of his fhirt, and fixing it 
toa pole, committed himfelf to the mercy of the waves. By 
the force of rowing, and other manceuvres, he got out of 
danger by the time day appeared, and, direéting his courfe 
towards Calais, arrived there in fatety, a few hours after 
Marfhal Belle-Ifle. 

This daring efcape made fo much noife that the General 
wifhed to fee him; and on hearing an account of the dif- 
ficulties which he had encountered, the Marfhal was fo {truck 
with his intrepidity and addrefs, that he promifed him his 
friendfhip and proteétion. 

By his own merit ‘Thurot was at length raifed to the com- 
mand of aprivateer ; and as in every action in which he had 
been engaged he had always difplayed the utmoft coolnefs, 
bravery, and profefiionai fkill, his name was already become 
famous, when a peace was concluded in 1748. Scarcely, 
therefore, had the war broke out in 1755, when he received 
numberlefs folicitations from the owners of different priva- 
teers ; but the fame of his exploits having reached the Court, 
the King was defirous of having him in his -fervice, and with 
that view fent him a commiflion as an officer in the royal 
navy. - Marfhal Belle-Ifle embraced this opportunity of 
getting him appointed to the command of a corvette, called 
La Friponne, which was deftinedto cruife.in the channel; 
and, while on this ftation, he made feveral confiderable prizes, 
which tended to raife his charaéier as a naval officer itil 
higher. 

About this pericd he propofed a plan to the French 
minifiry of burning the dock-yard at Portfmouth ; but, as 
this projeét was rejected, his patron procured for him the 
command of a {mall fquadron, confilting of two frigates and 
two corvettes. ‘This fyuadron, foon after it put to fea, 
fuftained confiderable damage from a florm; but Thurot 
having repaired the jofs with an attivity which thewed that 
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he was fertile in refources, he attacked an Englifh {quadron, 
of fuperior force, feveral of which carried eighteen and 
twenty guns, and breaking through their centre, took two of 
them, and difperfed the reft. 

Still occupied with his favourite fcheme, that of a defcent 
on fome part of the coafts of Great Britain, the French 
miniftry refolved to favour his defigns, and for this purpofe 
he obtained the command of a fquadron of five frigates, 
having on board twelve hundred foldiers. This armament 
was fitted out at Dunkirk, and the defcent was to be effeéted 
on the Irifh coaft, under the proteétion of the fleet of M. de 
Conflans. This expedition, however, was not attended with 
the hoped-for fuccefs. The fleet of M. de Conflans was de- 
feated by that of the gallant Hawke; and the fquadron of 
Thurot was obliged to ftnke to Commodore Elliot, Thurot 
himfelf being killed in the engagement. 





Narrative of a Voyage round the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by J F. G. De La 
Perouse 5 publi/l hed con formasl y to the Decree of the 
National Affembly of the 22d of April, 1791, and 
ediled by M. L.A. Millei-; fureau. 


{ Continued fr om Page 227,) 


HE. monks, by their anfwers to our different queftions, 

gave us the mo{t complete information re{petiing the 
government of this fpecies of religious community ; for no 
other name can be given to the jegillation they have efla- 
blifhed ; they are fvperiors both in {piritual and temporal 
affairs ; the produéts of the land are entirely entrufted to 
theiradminiftration. ‘here are feven hours alleted-to labour 
inthe day,two hours to prayers, and four or five-on Sundays 
and feftivals, which are altogether dedicated to ref and 
divine worfhip. Corporal puuifhments*are infligted on the 
Indians of both fexes who negleét pious exercifes, and fe. 
veral fins, the punifhment of which in Europe is. relerved 
only to Div ine Juftice, are punithed with chains or the flocks. 
In a word, to make an end of the comparifon with religious 
communities, from the moment anew convert is baptized, he 
becomes the fame as if he had pronounced eternal vows; if 
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fummoned toreturn three times ; and if he refufe, they claim 
the authority of the governor, who fends foldiers to force 
him away from the mid of his family*, and conduét him to 
the miffions, where he is condemned to receive a_ certain 
number of lafhes withthe whip. Thefe people are fo 
deftitute of courage, that they never oppofe the leaft refiftance 
to_ three or four foldiers, who, in refpe& tothem, fo grofsly 
violate the rights of men ; and this cuftom, againit which 
reafon fo forcibly objeéts, is maintained, becaule theologians 
have decided, that baptifm could not in confcience be ad. 
miniftered. to men fo fickle, unlefs the government, in fome 
meafure, become re{ponfible for perfeverance, by ofhciating 
as their god-fathers, 

M. Philip de Neve, the predeceffor of M. Fagés, who has 
been dead about four years, commandant of the interior 
provinces of Mexico, a man of great humanity and much 
Chriftian philofophy, had protefled againft this cuftom ; he 
was of opinion, that the progrefs of faith would be more 
rapid, and the prayers of the Indians more agreeable to the 
Supreme Being, if they were not conflrained ; he was de- 
firous of a conftitution lefs monkifh, to give more civil 
liberty tothe Indians, and lefs defpotifm to the executive 
power of the prefidencies, the government of which might 
fall into the hands of covetous and barbarous men; he 
thought, that it was alfo neceflary to moderate their authority, 
by ereéting a magiftracy, which fhould aétas atribune of the 
Indians, and poilefs fuffcient authority to guarantee them 
from vexations, This juft man had ferved his country from 
his infancy; but he did not poflefs the prejudices of his 
ftation, and he was fenfible, that a military government is 
liable to great inconveniences, when it is not moderated by 
fome intermediate power; he might, however, have ex- 
perienced the difficulty of fupporting the confli¢ét of three 
authorities, ina cauntry fo far diftant from the general go- 
vernment of Mexico, fince the miflionaries, who are fo pious 
and re{peétable, are already in an open rupture with the go- 
vernor, who on his part appears to me to bea loyal foldier. 

We withed to be prefent at the diftributions which took 
place at every meal ; and as every day, with this {pecies of 
religious, relembled the preceding one, by giving the hiftory 
of oneof thefe days, the reader will be in poflfeffion of the 
whole year’s proceedings. 

The 


* As thefe people are at war with. their neighbours, they can 
pever remove themfelves farther than twenty or thirty leagucs, 
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he Indians as well as the miflionaries rife with.the fun, 
ind go to prayers and mafs, which laft an. hour, and during 
this time there is cooked in the middle of the fquare, in three 
large kettles, barley meal, the grain of which has been roafted 
previous to being ground ; this {pecies of boiled food, which 
the Indians call ¢ itole, and af which they are very fond, is 
feafoned neither with fal: nor butter, and to ys would prove a 
very infl as ps mefs. 

Every cabin fends totake the, portion for all its inhabitants 
ina velle! made of bark; there is not the leaft confufion or 
diforder, and when the coppers are empty, they diftribute that 
which fticks to the bottom to the children who have belt se, 
tained their leffons of catechifm. 

This meal continues three quarters of an hour, after which 
they all return to their labours ; fome go to-plough the earth 
with oxen, others to dig the garden ; in a word, every one is 
employed in different domeitic occupations, and -always 
under the fuperintendence of one or two of the religious. 

The women are charged with little elfe but the care .of 
their houfewifery, their children, and roafting and grinding 
the feveral grains: This laf operation is very long and la- 
borious, becaufe they have no other means of doing it but by 
crufhing the grain in pieces with a cylinder upon a flone, 
M. de Langle, being a witnefs of this operation, made the 
miffionaries a prefent of his mill, and a greater fervice could 
not have been rendered them, as by thefe means four women 
would in aday perform the work of a hundred, and time 
enough will remain to {pin the wool of their fheep, and. to 
manuiaéture coarfe fluffs. But at prefent the religious, more 
occupied with the interefts of Heaven than temporal welfare, 
have greatly negleéted the introduétion of the comnada arts : 
They are themfel Ives fo auftere, that they have no chimney 
to their chambers, though winter is frequently very. {evere 
there ; and even the greateft anchorites have never.led a more 
edifying life*. 

At noon the dinner was announced by the bell ; the Indians 
quitted their work, and {ent to fetch their rations. in the fame 
veffels as at breaktaft ; but this fecond mefs was thicker than 
the firft; there was mixed in it corn and maize, and peale and 
beans ; the Indians name it pouffole. They return again to 

their 


* Father Firmin, of Suen, prefident of ry miffions of New Ca- 
lifornia, is one of the moft refpectable and eftimable men I ever 
met with; his*mildnefs, charity, and love for the Indians are in- 
expreffible. 
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their labour from two o’clock till four or five; afterward 
they attend evening prayers, which continue near an hour, 
and is followed by a new ration of aéole like that at breakfaft. 
Thefe thrée diftributions are fufficient for the fubfiftence of 
the far greater number of Indians, and this very economical 
foup might perhaps be very profitably adopted in our years 
of f{earcity ; fome feafoning would certainly be neceffary to 
be added to it, their whole knowledge of cookery confifting 
in being able to roaft the grain before it is reduced into meal. 
As the Indian women’ have no veffels of earth or metal for 
this operation, they perform it in large bafkets made of bark, 
over a little lighted charcoal ; they turn thefe veflels with fo 
much rapidity and addrefs, that they effeét the {welling and 
burfting of the grain without burning the bafket, though itis 
made of very combuftible materials ; And we can teftify, 
that the beft roafted coffee does not nearly equal the exattnels 
with which thefe women prepare their corn. It is diftributed 
tothem every morning, and the fmalleft difhonefty when 
they give it out is punifhed by whipping, but it is very feldom 
indeed they are expofed to it. Thefe punifhments are ad- 
judged by Indian magiftrates, called caceques ; there are in 
every miffion three of them, chofen by the people from 
among thofe whom the miffionaries have not exeluded; but 
to give ajuft idea of this magiftracy, we fhall fay that thefe 
caciques are like the governors of a plantation, paffive beings, 
blind executors of the will of their fuperiors, and that their 
principal funétions confift in ferving as beadles in the church, 
and there maintaining order and an air of contemplation. 
The women are never whipped in public, but in an enclofed 
and fomewhat diftant place, left perhaps their cries might 
infpire too lively a compaflion, which might ftimulate the 
nren to revolt; thefe laft, on the contrary, are expofed tothe 
view of all their fellow-citizens, that their punifhment may 
ferve as an example; in general they afk pardon, in which 
cafe the executioner leffens the force of his lafhes, but the 
number of them is never receded from. 

The rewards are particular {mall diftributions of grain, of 
which they make little thin cakes, baked on burning coals ; 
and on the great feftivals the ration is in beef; many of 
them eat it raw, efpecially the fat, which they eiteem equal 
to the beft butter or cheefe. They fkin all animals with the 
greateft addrefs, and when they are fat, they make, like the 
ravens, a croaking of pleafure, devouring at the fame time 
the moft delicate parts with their eyes. 
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They are frequently permitted to hunt and fifh on their 
own account, and ontheir return they generally make the 
miflionaries fome prefent in game and fifh, but they always 
proportion the quantity to what is abfolutely neceflary for 
then, always taking care to.increafe it if they hear of any 
new guefts who are ona vifit to their fuperiors. The women 
rear fowls about their cabins, the eggs of which they give 
their children ; thefe fowls are the property of the Indians, 
as well as their clothes, and other little articles of houfehold 
furniture, and thofe neceffary for the chafe. There is no 
inftance of their having robbed each other, though their 
faftenings to the doors confilt only of a fimple bundle of 
firaw, which they place acrofs the entrance when all the in- 
habitants are abfent. 

To fome of our readers thefe manners will appear patri- 
archal ; they will not refle&t, that there is not any furniture in 
thefe habitations, which offers objeéts fufficient to tempt the 
cupidity of thofe in the neighbouring cabin. The Indians 
being aflured of their food, they have no other, want, than 
thatof giving life to others, who cannot fail to be as ftupid 
and enflaved as themielves. 

The converted Indians have preferved all the ancient 
ufages which their new religion does not prohibit; the fame 
cabins, the fame games, the fame dreffes ; that of the richeft 
confifts of an otter’s fkin cloak, which covers their loins, and 
defcends below their groin ; the moft lazy have only a fimple 
piece of linen cloth, with which they are furnifhed by the 
mifion for the purpofe of hiding their nakednefs, and a fmall 
cloak of rabbit’s {kin covers their fhoulders, which is faftened 
with a pack-thread under the chin; the head “and the reft of 
the body is abfolucely naked; fome of them, however, have 
hats of ftraw very neatly matted. 

The women’s drefs is a cloak of deer’s fkin, ill tanned; 
thofe of the miflions have a cuftom of making a fmall-bod- 
dice, with fleeves, of them ; it is their only apparel, with a 
{mall apron of rufhes, and a petticoat of ftag’s fkin, which 
covers their loins, and defcends tothe middle of the leg. 
The young girls under nine years of age have merely. a 
fimple girdle, and the children of the other fex are quite 
naked. 

The hair of the men and women is cut four or five inches 
from the roots. The Indians of the rancheries* having no 
intruments of iron, perform this operation with lighted fire- 
brands ; 
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brands ; they have allo 'a-cuftom of painting their bodies 
red, and black when they are inmourning. .The miflionarie 
have forbidden the firft of 2hefe paintings, but they have bee 
under the necefliry of tulerating the other, becaufe thefe 
people are attached to their friends in. the meft lively manner; 
they thed tears whenever they arc called to their remem. 
brance, although it may be a long time fince they have: lof 
them, and if even by accident any one have pronounced 
their name before them, they conceive themfelves offended, 
The ties of family have lefs force with them than thofe of 
triendiinp ; the childfen fcarcely acknowledge their father; 


they quit his cabin as {oon as they are capable of providing | 


for their. own fubfrhence, but they preferve a muclr longet 
attachment tothe mother, who, with extreme tendernefs, had 
brought them wp, and never beaten them bat when they dif 
sovesed acowardice in their little fights with children of the 
dame agei 

The old men of the rancheries, who are no longer capabke 
of hunting are fepported at the expence of their whole vil 
lage, and in general are confiderably refpeéted. The inde 
pendent favages are very {requently at war, but the fear of the 
Spamards makes them refpeét therr miffions, and this, per- 
haps, is not one of the leaft caufes of the augmentation of the 
Chriftiam villages. <The arms are the bow, and arrow 
pomted with a flint very (kilfully worked ; thefe bows, made 
of wood; and flrung with the finews of an ox, are very fa 
fuperior to thefeiof the inhabmants ‘of. Port des Frangais. 

(To bé continued.) 





Account of the Lofs of the Proferpine Frigate. 


[ Eacratted froma genuine Letter written by a young Man, Iately 
belonging to it, to isis Yriends at Marfhfeld, near Bath.) 


Ardent, Yarmouth Roads, March 19. 


N the 28th of January we failed with a pleafant breeze 

from this piace, bourtd to Cuxhaven, with the Hon. 
TeGrenville and fuite; and with a-fair wind reached the 
méuth of the river Elbe-on the 30th, where we found«oatt 
fel¥es'chear ‘of ite, ‘which ‘had obftrnéted Mr. Greaville’s 
paffare twice previous to ‘our making the-attempt. . We 
ewme to aft arichor for the night, and weighed: at: day-break, 
fending up the river, when the profpeé began to get lef 
and fefs in our favour; but forry to return without fulfilling 
0 our 
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our orders; we ftood on encouraged by hope, that -dexy 
which feldom ‘fails-to attend a-lailor,. But what .was our 
fituation, when about ten-o clock ehe fhip firuck om a fand 
bank, and. began to yaw trem fide ta fide:!, The Captain 
thought it proper to ;hosft-out the boats immediately, but 
before: the firfh was over>hen fide, fhe -gave a iheer off and 
cleared hesfelf, ; 

-Fortune, however, .had , but) commenced: our. troubles: 
When we got out into deep water, and came -to an anchon, 
we had not. rode above an hour when we:found.the- ice come 
down very..thick, and as the weather at this time was fo ex~ 
eefively frofly; tt was. increafing rapidly every smumute. 
Before night, we pat large. chains on the cable to pravent 
the ice cutting 1t-in.-two on the next ebb tide, which wengell 
kuew would bring. much more down:than the preceding ene, 
and by ten that wight it far furpafled our. imaginatyons, 
coming in great fields, grinding by our veflel’s fides ima 
manner not to be concerved by y.ou.'- In this gloemy, ftate 
we pafled that night, every moment. expecting the . cable. 
muft be. cut, and ‘the veilel druited om the mane and tore .tp 
pieces, .. > ' 

Our Captain. naw Sonic it ‘was-in vain te attempt, going: 
farther up, and waited the approach of day. to return. ;. Agdy 
never was the appearance, of mo ning. more anxioully, waited: 
for. Ap length it was hight enough to obferve theage.on, 
hoth:fides of us, anda fall part ot the river only that was 
clearappeared : : With much trouble we-w eighed our anchor 
at feven o'clock shat morning, and as the wind had veered 
round to the eaftward in the night, we had a fair wind for 
England if we could but have got out of the river. 

Encouraged by thofe hopes, we fondly dteod ey ull eight 
o'clock, when our {hip ftruck the fatal gronnd ! Sad, indeed, 
wasthe fcene that prefented itfelf ; both wind.and tideuwere 
againft us, according to the fituation of the bank, aud litgle 
had we to hope for. The cool and fteady courage of our 
Captain, at once: compofed and fortified thofe around him. 
The guns, provifions of every fort, with the. water, {pits 
wine, and indeed every thing that could lighten her,. were 

throwm-averboard in cafe of ber floating off the next tide, 
but all was to no purpofe: We made fhift to prop. her up 
with-a fopmail betere low water to prevent her upfetting, 
which we -much. feared, as it was high. water when we get 
aground ; but by noon, the tide being out, fhe lay on the 
guns and bank. tog ther nearly out of the water; andi 
freezing in fo fevere a manner, the ice at low. water began 
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to fix itfelf between our fhip and the fhore for a mile ¢ 
more, which promifed a retreat tor us. Betore night t 
began to blow a hard gale of wind, ac companie d with great 
quantities of fnow, which tore up the ice and drove it in 
fuch prodigious quantities on our ill fated thip, that we gave 


up almoit all hopes of her fides keeping together till the, 


morning. Before day, the rudder and her ftern poft were 
cut in two by the force of the ice, notwithitanding all we 
did to prevent it. 

At eight o’clock in the morning, the Captain feeing no 
hopes of faving the thip, called his brave crew around him, 
and addreffed them in a manners a tather woyld his children, 
thanking them for the fobriety and fteady courage they v had 
fhewn during atime of fuch trials and mistortunes, a aCe 
quainted us of his intention ot endeavouring to get on thore 
over the ice. 

At eleven o'clock we found the ice fuffiel ently congealed 
to bear us, when the officers and crew began to leave her, 
in divifions, to walk over fields of 1ce and throuch drifts of 
{now, not knowing a ftep, and in continual danger of being 
{mothered between the pieces of ice whofe vacancies were 
hid by the {now. ‘The only village onthe ifland was about 
eight miles diftant, but we made much farther of it, not 
being able to take a direct courte, or indeed feeing our way 
ten yards before us tor the {now that was falling. Unhappy 
day ! I cannot defcribe this journey, but you may form 
fome idea of it when you pitiure to your imagination the 
fatigue trom toil and want of reft- we underwent before we 
lett the ihip, the many falls we had in getting trom one piece 
ot iceto another, and then walking in deep f{now, with the 
leverity of the weather (almoft incredible) fetting in our 
faces. 

On this fad journey fourteen brave men, with a woman 
and her fucking child, were trozen to death; their wearied 
1 
i 


lunbs unable to tupport their benumbed bodies, they ae 
rie no more! and ina tew minutes thei fulferings ere at 
anend. Think what muft be our feelin SY n feeing a 


{ 
brother fhipmate fall, and we unable to lend aflittance ! Had 
the diftance been one mile inure, tew, very few would have 
reached it. 

The furvivors arrived at the village before dark, where we 
had every afliitance that the inhabitants could give; had you 


beheld me when 1 reached the welcome cottage, before 
which was a little afcending ground, which I was obliged to 
crawl up on my ‘hands and knees, not being able to walk up 
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abank that a child of eighteen months old would have run 
up with pleafure—but it was a great comfort to me that none 
of my friends could bethen fenfible of my fufferings.—But 
our hardfhips were not concluded. 

The village of Newark, where we now were in, confifted 
of five {mall families only, and not having a falliczent quan- 
tity of provifions for fo many men, and being unable to 
travel to Cuxhaven for more, fome were obliged to leave 
the village and endeavour to reach Cuxhaven, diftant about 
nine miles. Onthe 6th of February, I with about feventy- 
eight others lett the place at fix o’clock in the morning, with 
Mr. Grenville and his fuite: Our guides told us we had a 
river to go through, but we little thought what a river it 
would prove. ‘Through our guides delaying too long, we 
did not come to the water before the flood-tide had flowed fo 
high that moft of the ifland was covered. We were about 
two hours in the water that morning, fometimes up to our 
middles and at othets not fodeep ; and as the climate at that 
time was fo exceflive frofty, our trowfers gathered a coat 
of ice every ftep. 

Inthis horrid manner we travelled about five miles, en- 
couraging each other as much as our ftrength and {pirits 
would allow, when we came to the river itfelf, which ran 
with fuch rapidity, that we hefitated for a while what to do; 
But we had not long to con fue ; ; to return again we well 
knew our ftrength would not allow, and to crofs this fiream 
we had little to hope for but to be {wept away im its force. 
At length we drove on, trufting to that God who can help 
the helplefs, and ftrengt hen the weary and unfortunate ; and 
by his great merits only all got over without a life being 
lott, though many were carried down fome yards and drove 
on pieces of ice, from whence they proceeded. Almoft 
every man was obliged to throw away the few dry cloaths 
le had brought with him, being unable feareely to carry 
thofe on his back, which m a tew minutes after we got into 
thallower water, were covered with weighty ice. Mr, Gren. 
ville, who had faved only the coat he then wore, was obliged 
tocut the fkirts to lighten it of the ice that hung about it. 

At length we got out of the water, and reached a village 
within three miles of Cuxhaven, where we ftaid; thofe that 
had adry jacket and trowfers changed themfelves, which 
I did, and found myfelf refrefhed. But 1 muft conclude 
with faying we got to Cuxhaveén that night, where we ftaid 





] a 
till the Yarmouth packets could fail, and came to England 


nthe on the 5th of this month. 


2P2 Many 
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Many of my fhipmates have loft their fingers and toes hy 
the froft ; indeed fcarcely any efcaped without being frozeg 
more or lefs. It is with pleafure I fay it, that after all tha 
J have mentioned, and a great deal that I cannot name here, 
that I haye ailed nothing. I had got a trifle I intended to 
fend home, but it was loft in the fhip with every thing I had, 
excepting a change of cloaths, which I was lucky enough 
to fave, 





Account of the Manner of fighting with Arrows before 
the general Uje of Fire Arms. 


[From Spelman’s Hiftory of the Civil Wars. ] 


\ HEN the King came to the plain, he found the 
enemy ready toreceive him. Palm Sunday, which 

in the year 1461 happened on the 29th of March, was the 
day on which this memorable battle ot TTowton was fought, 
It began, as mofl engagements formerly did before the ufe 

of fire arms, with a general flight of arrows; m the manage- 
ment of which, the’Lord Falconbridge gained fo great an 
advantage over the enemy, and that advantage contributed fo 
much tothe vidtory, that his conduét deferves to be more 
particularly explained. It is to be obferved, that. our 
anceflors made ufe of two forts of arrows in their wars, 
which it concerns us the more to know, becaufe it is acknow- 
ledced by all hiftorians, that the Englifh archers were the belt 
bowmen in the world. Of thefe two forts of arrows, one 
thev called flight, and the other theaf arrows : ‘he former 
were light-feathered, with a long, flender fhaft, and a {mall 
head ;.the latter were high-feathered, with a fhort and thick 
fhaft, anda large head. As the make of thefe arrows was 
different, {fq was their ufe; Flight arrows were {shot at a great 
diftance, and, with a proper elevation, would kill at above 
two hundred and forty yards; fheaf arrows were for clofer 
flight, and required a {maller elevation, and were fometimes 
fhot point blank. The different ufe of thefe weapons being 
fhewn, the ftratagem afcribed to Lord Falconbridge on this 
occafion will be the more calily underftood ; which 1s fearce 
intelligible from the account ot all our old hiflorians. They 
fay, then, that a thick flight of {now happened to fall that 
morning, and was driven in the face of the Lancaftrian 
army ; that Lord Falconbridge, taking advantage of this 
circumftance, 
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eircumftarice, ordered the vanguard'to tet My -.a-fhower of 
flight arrows. ; 

But this is certainly a miftake, and is handed down and 
tranfcribed by our more modern writers from one to the others 
It feems more probable that Lord Falconbridge ordered hig 
men to {hoot their fheaf arrows with a greater elevation than 
ordinary, and then retire immediately to.a greater diftanee, 
and halt. ‘The Lancaftrians, perceiving now that the enemy: 
were within fhot, and fuppofing they had advanced -Rill 
nearer after thei flight of arrows were fent, but not know- 
ing the exact diltance, by reafon of the fnow; let fly their 
fheaf arrows likewife, which confequently now fell far fhort, 
and not only did no mifchief to the enemy, but, by flicking 
inthe ground, with their ends {loping towards them, greatly 
incommoded their own ranks, as they advanced to the charge. 

Upon this occafion we cannot-help obferving, what a 
pity it is that hiftorians, who are fo often obliged to defcribe 
battles, particularly thofe fought in the earlier ages, are not 
alittle more acquainted with the manner of fighting prac- 
tifed in the refpeétive periods of thofe times, the principal 
tranfaétions of which they undertake to relate. It is for 
want of this that their accounts of battles are-often fo lame, 
and coniequently fo little inftruétive. as fometimes to be 
fcarce intelligible. 

The relation given by our old hiftorians of thts battle 
proves the truth ot the foregoing obfervation ; for it is not 
t be imagined that the Lancaftrians, when they received the 
arrows of the enemy, did not know what fort of arrows they 
were, and confequently that the enemy was at a proper dif- 
tance; but the ftratagem of Falconbridge, in fhooting thofe 
arrows, and immediately retiring, totally deceived them, 
which the Lancaftrians not difcerning, their arrows fell fhort 
of the enemy, as our hiftorians fay, full threefcore yards, or. 
more. 








Copy of a Letter from Lord Nelfon to has Lady, o 
, wd 
Vanguard, St. Peter’s Ifland, off Sardinia, 

My DEAREST Fanny, May 24, 1798. 
Ought not to call what has happened to the Vanguard by 
the cold name of accident: I believe firmly it was the 
Almighty’s goodnefs to check my confummate vanity. I 
hope it has made me a better officer, as I feel it has made 
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mea better man. I kifs with all humility the rod. Figure 
to yourfelf on Sunday evening, at fun-fet, a vain man walk- 
ing in his cabin with a {quadron around him, who looked up 
to their Chief to lead them to glory, and in whom their 
Chief placed the firmeft reliance, that the proudeft fhips of 
equal numbers belonging to France would have bowed their 
flags ; and with avery rich prize lying by him—Figure 
yourfelf on Monday morning, when the fun rofe, this proud 
conceited man, his fhip difmafted, his fleet difperfed, and 
himfelf in fuch diftrefs, that the meaneft frigate out of 
France would have been an unwelcome gueft. But it has 
pleafed Almighty God to bring us into a fafe port, where, 
although we are refufed the rights of humanity, yet the 
Vanguard will, in two days, get to fea again as an Englith 
man of war. 





Extrad of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Nelfon to the Rev. 
Brian Allot, (who has a Living in the Neighbourhood of 
Burnham) in Anfwer to a congratulatory Epijfile on the 
late Vidory. Dated Odlober, 1798. 


. “ MY great and good fon went into the world without 
fortune, but with a heart replete with every moral and reli- 
gious virtue—thefe have been his compafs to fteer by ; and 
wt has pleafed God to be his fhield tn the day of battle, and 
to give fuccefsto his wifhes, to be of fervice to his country. 

*“ His country feems fenfible of his fervices—but fhould 
he ever meet with ingratitude, his {cars will cry out and 
plead his caufe : For, at the fiege of Baftia, he, loft an eye; 
at Teneriffe, an arm ; on the memorable 14th of February, 
he received a fevere blow on his body, which he itill feels, 
and now a wound on the head. Afterall this, you will be- 
lieve his bloom of countenance muft be faded ; but the 
Spirit beareth up yet as vigorous as ever. 

“On the 29th of September, he compleated his 4oth 
year; chearful, generous, and good, fearing no evil, becaufe 
he has done none; an honour to my grey heirs; which, 
with every mark of old age, creep fafl upon me.” 





ANECDOTES of BISHOP BONNER. 
ISHOP BONNER was born of poor parents at Han- 


ley, in the county of Worcefter, in a houfe ftill called 
Bonner’s Place, a little cottage of about 51. perannum. His 
9 road 
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road to preferment was his fkill and dexterity in bufinefs, 
aided by a fulficient degree of forwardnefs and a pufhing 
difpofition, which could conform itfelf to all times; and, 
while he complied outwardly with the feveral fteps taken 
to advance the Reformation, he privately ufed all means in 
his power to prevent it. 

He feems to have pofleffed a temper moft violent and un- 
controuled, indulging himfelf in all the exceffes of revenge 
and wanton cruelty. Being known to be fierce and cruel 
to the utmoft degree, Gardiner left the condemning and 
burning of hereticks to him. His perfon is reprefented as 
very fat and corpulent ; which, in anepigram made under 
a picture of him whipping Thomas Henfhawe, in Fox’s Mar- 
tyrs, p. 2043, is afcribed to his feeding fo -voracioufly on 
human flefh and blood, and having devoured 200 perfons in 
three years. No wonder then if gluttony is to be added 
to his other exceflive indulgences. 

Wood, MS. Athmole, fays he was the natural fon of Dr. 
Savage, reétor of Davenham, Chefhire, by a woman after- 
wards married to one Bonner, a lawyer, at Hanley. But 
Lord Lechmere affured Mr. Strype that he was legitimately 
born, and put to {chool by one of the. Lechmere family, as 
he afterwards gratefully acknowledged. It is not very pro- 
bable any branches of his family fhould be exifting ; and 
we hear of no favours heaped by him on any of them. 
Mr. Lyfons, in p. 32 of vol. ii. of his “ Environs,” dated 
1795, fays, his houfe at Bethnal-green “‘ is now converted 
into two or three tenements.” 





MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS and ANECDOTES. 


By MADAME NECKER. 





Know fome metaphyficians to whom I will never again 

{peak of the beauties of nature: They have long neg- 
lef&ted the intermediate ideas which link fenfations with 
thoughts; and their minds are fo much eccupied with ab- 
ftra¢tions, that one cannot make them partake of enjoyments 
which always fuppofe the relations of the foul with real and 
external objeéts. 

A man of genius is the greateft miracle of nature; and 
M. de Buffon never {poke to me of the wonders of the 
world without making me think that he was one himiclf. 
A German 
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A German leaped out of a window: ‘ What are you 

doing ?’’ faid a perfon to him.: “; Lam endeavouring to be 
hively,” was the anfwer. 
:o i woman's pleading !-‘* I defired this man to make me 
fome handiome. figures, like my Lord the Judge. He has 
made me ugly ones, like himfelf. .Ought I to pay tor his 
tapefiry ?’’ She gained her caufé. 

We might dene all crimés, the facrifices of the future to 
the prefent; and alk virtues, the facrifices of the prefent to 
the future. 

Mr. Gibbon’s work is the. faithful copy of the fine genius 
which ‘conceived it: A genius which always found in its 
Josilhiant wpagination the means af painting truth, and in its 
esuditien a: fruitful fource of wit and feeling, If this bif- 
tovy of many centuries had not been difhonoured by the ig- 
mohie and icrile opinions of the. philofophers of our age, 
we might have placed it im the fame rank with Salluft and 
with Livy :. But men of great talents have, almoft all, the 
heel. of .AchHles'; and the, weaknefs of their judgment, 
which fhows .itfel{ in fome effential part of their writings, 
may thus deprive them of immortality. 

Queen Chriftina,. in abdicating her throne to give herfelf 
up entirely to the literary world, refembles that woman, who 
fatiered two fine teeth to be drawn to pleafe her lover, be- 
caufe he was always faying that he was enamoured only of 
her mind, and that he regarded not her external charms. 
His miftrefs.being lefs beautiful, he loved her no longer. 

A {kilful agricultor, not being able at firft to perfuade the 
people to plant potatoes, left a whole field of them un- 
guarded, in the hope of bein ug robbed ; fortunately he was 
= and the.people accuftomed themfelves to that food. Every 

n of genius, who prefers truth and the public good to his 
own tanity, will be of a fimilar opinion, and be pleafed at 
being furronnded with plagiaries, 

Nothing ts fo ridiculous in ftyle as the imitation of fer- 
‘yours Adi-the new writers of novels wiih to. tread in the 
fieps of Rouffean. Tee heroine of one of thefe ephemeral 
ba — ons has-a lover in prifon, about to mount the feaf- 
fold; fhe writes to cm frie snd, “* It is midnight, and I have 
not vet clofed my ty 

The fil nee of .1 ng adds to the foft feetings, to the hap- 
pinefs of loving) by fixing all our thoughts upon the objet 
‘which occupits ns’; ‘ni ht alfo increafes forrow, for it feems 
to leave ts afonewwitir our own hearts, by feparating us from 
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Account of the Herring Fifhery at the Ifle' of Man. 


HREE hundred and forty-three boats have of late 
paid cuftom, but fome evade it; feven or eight men in 
a boat; and 40 to $0 fifhing {macks buy and cure and carry 
the fifh away, as well as great ‘quantities im bulk, to 4market, 
chiefly to Liverpool. ‘Thefe imacks carry” five‘men each, 
and many others attend tobuy. The boats are from 42 to 22 
tons. The fifhery begins at Midfummer, and ends in O&o- 
ber. The export for four years, previous to 1791, was 
739° barrels of white or pickled herrings to Great Britain, 
and 12,272 barrels of red herrings ; and 27,505 red herrings 
tothe Mediterranean. Bounty ts. per barrel for home, and 
for export, 2s. 84. white; and ts. 9d. red’ They are ‘cured 
with Liverpool falt. Fifhermen are paid by fhares.  Watwe 
of {macks from 100}, to 500]. of boats from eighty to one 
hundred guineas. 
This fifhery is now in a declining ftate, from unfuccefsful 
feafons, and becaufe of the war, which prevents their export 
to the Streights. 








Anfwer, by Walter Bickham, Jun. of Afhburton,to John 


French’s Charade, inferted December 31, 


VERY morn the RED-BREAST fings, 
And carols forth his lively lay ; 
Ere Pheebus or Aurora brings 
The tidings of returning day. 
*4* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
jun. and J. Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; T, Jarvis, of Mal- 
borough; I. Whicker, of Exeter; T. Bullock, a royal mi- 
ner; and N. Howard of Plymouth. 





Anfwer, by Wilham Rennels, of Barnflaple, to T, Ferzis's 
Rebus, inferted january - i 


4 MANCIPATE the flave, the pris’ner free, 
RELEASE the exile, gracious hberty ! 


*+* We have reccived the like anfwer from Corporal 
Field of Exmouth Fourth Devon Militia; Philip Gove, and 
T. Whicker, of Exeter; Anna, of Wellington; Willian 
Brock, of Evercreech; T. Bullock, a royal miner; Paui 


Vor. XXXII, z2Q Nims, 
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Ninnis, of St. Auftell; .W. Hoare, jun. and J. Gidley, jun. 
of Dean Prior; N. Howard, of Plymouth; and W. Bick. 
ham, jun. of Afhburton. 












A QUESTION, dy H. Lake, of Bruton. 


HERE are 5 whole numbers, the 3 firft of whichare in 
geometrical progreffion, and the 3 laft in arithmetical, 


the fecond being the common difference in the laft 3. 
the fum of the tour laft 102, and the produét of the fecond 


and laft number. 


Now 





A CHARADE, by Walter Bickham, Jun. of Afhburton, 


HE Sabbath’s for my firft defign’d, 
When we to church repair ; 
My next, with eloquence combin’d, 
Is what I like to hear. 
Frail man, whene’er feiz’d by difcafe 
Of a malignant kind, 
Earneftly for my whole he prays 
When terror fills his mind, . 













A REBUS, by 7. Gidley, Jun. of Dean Prior. 


YE bards, that naval hero firft explore 
Who fought near Ireland’s difaffeéted fhore ; 
Then find what once did Lifbon much annoy, 
And did almoft that fplendid place deftroy ; 
Hail thou, my third, Britannia’s greateft boaft, 
That doth defend her, and proteét her coaft ; 
An admirable writer then define, 
Whole works on record do conf{picuous fhine ; 
That country, bards, you fifthly muit obtain, 
Where many Britifh foldiers have been flain ; 
Soon may Bellona ftop her mad career, 
And thou, my fixth, again thy head uprear ; 
A celebrated Grecian now explain, 
Who at the fiege of ancient ‘Troy was flain; 
Laftly, ye meritorious youths, combine, 
One of the lovely, fweet, harmonious nine: 
The initials join’d, the man will be defery'd, 
Who nobly fought, and like an hero died. 
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Lines allufive to the Lofs of the Weazel Sloop in February, 


1799, 7” the Bay of Ba rnftaple, 


OURNFUL alas! moft melancholy tale: 
Moftl unfold? Or heartlefs drop the theme? 
For weeping loves, oh! were it bor a dream, 
That fancy paints-for death’s uncolour’d vale ! 


A vale! where neither bird infpires the grove, 
Nor winter flower adorns the path of tpring ; 
Where neither fun nor fturs their luftre bring, 

Nor in the moon-beam bi! fahahe lovers rove, 

Where Lundy ifle repels the mountain wave, 
The bridegroom flying o’er his ormy way, 
Yo blefs his raptur’d bride tneearlieit day, 

Sinks in his nupiial bower, a watery grove ! 

Heard ye the found, that with the tempett blends? 

Hark! the lait figh of parents, lovers, frieads! 

Taviftock. 











An Epiftle from Ibraham Bey, Pacha of Cairo, to Generg: 


Buonapa 


I the Pacha of Cairo, to you Buonaparte, 
9 OF th e Gallic banditti Commander in Chief, 
My fentiments truly and freely im part, 

And, tho’ much I’ve to fay, yet L mean to be brief. 


Not deterr’d by the dangers of thoufands of leagues, 
To. ur ao with yo ur legions you : baldly advance 
Tho’ the locuits of Egypt were horrible plagues, 
Yet more horrible fure are the lecuits of France. 





It is not our intention to trick ourfelves out 

In tri-coloured thawls, and juch pantomime things, 
Like you aad your rabble republican rout, 

The tawdry jack- re of five tawdry kings. 


I perceive that your jets, and your gibes, and your glees 
In contempt of our hol y religion now centres 

But i fwear by th ard of our | r *t that he, 
Who the sy reviles fhalil ne’er Paradife enter. 









O ur 
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Our manners you cenfure, our cuftoms deride, 
The mofques you profane, and the Divan you flander; 
And, while death and deftruétion you fpread far and wide, 
You exclaim with delight, ‘‘ ‘Thus I imitate Scander.” 


Thro’ oceans of blood him and you we may trace ; 
But fhort are the ills, thanks to Allah, we bear; 
He finith’d at Babylon’s life’s little race, 
And at Cairo, I truft, you will clofe your career. 


Be advis’d, and for once take a Muffulman’s word, 
Of the Arabs beware, and the Mammeloukes fhun 3 
For fhould you encounter their piftol or fword, 
They will borea hole thro’ you as fure asa gan, 


The day you faw Egypt, that day you will rae; 
Your ftandard you never can hope here to fix ; 

On the banks of the Nile you have landed, ’tis true, 
But foon you wil] fand on the banks of the Styx. 












SONNET compofed in a CHURCH-YARD. 


"EMS night: And in this folemn hour of fleep, 
What time the fcreech-ow! fails her heavy round, 
And clamours difcord o’er this {pe¢tred ground, 
With lowly heart and per five pace I creep. 


To view, alas! mortality’s fad doom ! 

The proud man’s trophy’d urn, the hero’s baft, 
Serve but to aggravate the awfu! gloom: 

The vaflal’s mingled with the tyrant’s duft! 
Who but would mock yon {culptur’d {kill to tell 

His fcepter’d lineage, or his paltry throne, 
When worth has fled without a pafling-bell, 

And many an honett heart has funk unknown ; 


When geniuscould retreat without a figh, 
Or friend to chant a requiem to his clofing eye! 


MIRANDA. 





LINES on the CATERPILLAR. 


HE helplefs crawling caterpillar trace 
From the firit period of his reptile race: 

Cloth’d in difhonour, on the leafy ipray, 
Unfeen, he wears his filent hours away ; 
Till fatiate grown of all that life fupplies, 
Self-taught the voluntary martyr dies. 
There, long fecluded in his lonely cell, 
Forgets the fun, and bids the world farewell. 
O’er the wide waite the wint'ry tempeits reign, 
And driving {nows ufurp the frozen plain ; 
In vain the tempeft beats, the whirlwind blows, 
No ftorms can violate his grave’s repole. 
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